
Sunday Evening – 25th July 2021
Welcome to St Andrews Free Church! This evening Ben Castaneda will speak on Our Father in Heaven.

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want;
he makes me lie in pastures green.
He leads me by the still, still waters,
his goodness restores my soul.

And I will trust in you alone,
and I will trust in you alone,
for your endless mercy follows me,
your goodness will lead me home.

He guides my ways in righteousness,
and he anoints my head with oil,
and my cup, it overflows with joy,
I feast on his pure delights.
And I will trust in you alone...

And though I walk the darkest path,
I will not fear the evil one,
for you are with me, and your rod and staff
are the comfort I need to know.
And I will trust in you alone…
Stuart Townend
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Almighty God,
we are unworthy to come into your presence,
and we do not deserve any grace or mercy from you,
because we have sinned against you and offended you.
And yet, O Lord, as we acknowledge our sins and offences,
so also do we acknowledge you to be a merciful God,
a loving and favourable Father to all who turn to you.
And so we humbly ask you, for the sake of Christ your son,
to show mercy to us, and forgive us all our sins.
By your Spirit, O God, take possession of our hearts, so that,
not only the actions of our life, but also the words of our mouth,
and the smallest thought of our minds,
may be guided and governed by you.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, now and forever.
Amen.



Reading: 1 John 2:28-3:3

Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory
are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Psalm 89
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I will extol the LORD’s great love for ever;
your faithfulness to all I will proclaim.
I will declare your love stands firm for ever;
your faithfulness in heaven you maintain.

“My faithful love will be with him for ever;
his power will be exalted through my name.
His right hand I will set above the rivers;
his rule upon the sea I will proclaim”.

“He will declare to me, ‘You are my Father;
you are my Rock, my Saviour and my God’.
As my firstborn I also will appoint him,
supreme among all kings on earth abroad”.

“I will maintain my love to him for ever;
my covènant with him will never fail.
His line for evermore I will establish;
while heaven lasts, his kingdom will prevail”.



Notices
1. Jungle Adventure Holiday Club: 10th-13th August, 9.45am-12pm at

Canongate Primary School Playing Fields - This year the theme is
Jungle Adventure, and we'll be looking at four stories from the
Gospels. Open to all rising P1-S1s. Please be praying for the club and
prayerfully considering which families you could invite.

2. The Generosity Project: Wednesday evenings, 28th July - 1st Sept -
We have a lavishly generous God. Over this six-week course we will
discover what the Bible has to say regarding his, and our, generosity.
There will be plenty of opportunity to reflect on and pray about what
practical difference this should make to our lives. For details or to buy
a course book, contact Kirsty (kirsty@standrewsfreechurch.co.uk).

Q. Why do Christians need to pray?
A. Because prayer is the most important part of the thankfulness God
requires of us. And also because God gives his grace and Holy Spirit only to
those who pray continually and groan inwardly, asking God for these gifts
and thanking God for them.

Heidelberg Catechism Q116

Q. What is the kind of prayer that pleases God and that he listens to?
A. First, we must pray from the heart to no other than the one true God,
revealed to us in his Word, asking for everything God has commanded us to
ask for. Second, we must fully recognize our need and misery, so that we
humble ourselves in God’s majestic presence. Third, we must rest on this
unshakable foundation: even though we do not deserve it, God will surely
listen to our prayer because of Christ our Lord. That is what God promised us
in his Word.

Heidelberg Catechism Q117
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Speak, O Lord, as we come to you,
to receive the food of your holy Word.
Take your truth, plant it deep in us;
shape and fashion us in your likeness;
that the light of Christ might be seen today
in our acts of love and our deeds of faith.
Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us
all your purposes for your glory.

Teach us, Lord, full obedience,
holy reverence, true humility.
Test our thoughts and our attitudes;
in the radiance of your purity.
Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see
your majestic love and authority.
Words of pow’r that can never fail;
let their truth prevail over unbelief.

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;
help us grasp the heights of your plans for us.
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time,
that will echo down through eternity.
And by grace we’ll stand on your promises,
and by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us.
Speak, O Lord, till your church is built,
and the earth is filled with your glory.
Keith Getty and Stuart Townend
© Copyright 2005 Thankyou Music
CCL licence: 1399599

Reading and Sermon: Matthew 6:5-15



“Our Father in Heaven”

1. God is 'our Father'

- You can't earn your Father's love

- You can't lose your Father's love

- You're not alone in your Father's love

2. Our Father is 'in heaven'

- Pray boldly

- Pray humbly



How deep the Father’s love for us,
how vast beyond all measure,
that he should give his only Son
to make a wretch his treasure.
How great the pain of searing loss:
the Father turns his face away
as wounds which mar the Chosen One
bring many sons to glory.

Behold the man upon a cross,
my sin upon his shoulders;
ashamed, I hear my mocking voice
call out among the scoffers.
It was my sin that held him there
until it was accomplished;
his dying breath has brought me life -
I know that it is finished.

I will not boast in anything,
no gifts, no power, no wisdom;
but I will boast in Jesus Christ,
his death and resurrection.
Why should I gain from his reward?
I cannot give an answer,
but this I know with all my heart,
his wounds have paid my ransom.
Stuart Townend
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Next week's services
10.30am: Psalm 13

6pm: Hallowed be your name
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